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CHAPTER 32 CAP 25,
R. E. 1980-1990
WIDOWS AND CHILDREN’'SPENSIONS 40f 1976.
100f 1991.
Commencement.

[1st September, 1976] &'\ 5, ¢ 1976,

1. ThisAct may becited astheWidows and Children's PensionsAct.  Shorttitle.
2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“child” inrelationto aperson, includesanillegitimatechild, an
adopted child, and astepchild;

“contributor” meansapublic officer towhomthisAct applies;
“the deceased” meansadeceased contributor;

“marriage’, inrelation to any public officer, doesnotincludea
marriagetaking placeafter that officer hasleft the public service;

“PensonsAct” meansthe PensonsAct asfor thetimebeinginforce;  CAP 30.

“Pensions Regulations’ meansthe PensionsRegulationsasfor the
timebeinginforce;

“periodica contributions’ meanssuch contributionsasarereferred to
insection 12,

“public officer” meansamal e person serving, whether on probation
or not, inthepublic service on pensionableterms;
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6 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

“transferred” in relationto apublic officer, meanstransferred to or
from service under the Government from or to other public service;

“wife’ doesnot includeawifewhom acontributor marriesafter
leaving thepublic service.

(3 Theexpression“widow” inrelationto any deceased con-
tributor, meansthe personwhoimmediately before hisdeath-

(@ washiswife; or

(b) inany casewherepolygamy lawfully subsists, wasthewife
towhom he has been married for thelongest period,

andtheexpressons“wife” and“children” shall be construed accordingly.

4 Theexpressons* other public service’, * pensonableemol u-
ments,” “pensionableoffice’” and“public service” havethemeaningsrespec-
CAP 30. tively assigned to those expressions by section 2(1) of the Pensions Act.

(5) Theexpresson*“medica grounds’ inrdationtotheretirement
of apublic officer-

(@ from service under the Government, meansthecircum-
CAP 20, stances prescribed in section 6 (1) (a) (iv) of the Pensions
Act;

(b) from other public service, meansthe circumstances prescribed
inthelaw, Act or regulationsof thepublic serviceinwhich he
waslast employed, as correspond to the said paragraph (iv).

(6) Theexpressions*” pensionableservice” and “ qualifying ser-

CAP 30. vice” havethe meaningsrespectively assigned thereto by regulation 2 of the
S.I.950f 1990. PensionsRegulations.

S.l. 26 0f 1992.
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 7

(7 Theexpressions* Scheduled adminigtration” and“ serviceinthe
Group”, havethe meaningsrespectively assigned thereto by regulation 8 (1) of
thoseregulations.

(8) Referencesto the basic pension of an officer arereferencesto
the pension for which under the PensionsAct hewaséligibleat thedateof his  CAP.30.
death (whether such apension or any other pension had actually been granted
or not) or asthe casemay be, for which hewould have been digible, caculated
ineither casewith referenceto hispensonable serviceonly, and without regard
to any abatement, addition or other pension or allowancewhich may or might
be made under the Pensions Act. CAP 30
9) Subject to section 6, theexpression “therate of the pension of
the deceased” meansthree-fourthsof theannual rate of the basic pension of the
deceased.

(10)  AreferenceinthisActto anadopted child of apersonshall be
construed asareferenceto achild adopted by him (whether aloneor jointly
with any other person) in accordance with thelaw of the placewherehewas
resident at thetime of the adoption, and reference to a person by whom any
person has been adopted shall be construed accordingly.

(112) (a) A person shall bedeemed for the purposesof thisActtobein
hisperiod of childhood and full-time education whileeither-

0] heisunder the age of sixteen; or

(i) he hassinceattaining the age of sixteen continuousy
received andisreceiving full-timeinstruction at any
university, college, school or other educational estab-
lishment.
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8 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(b) Asrespectsany period during which the conditions specified
insubparagraph (ii) of the preceding paragraphsarenot satis-
fiedinrelation to aperson, the Governor-General may, if he
thinksfit and issati fied that the person’ sfull-time education
ought not to beregarded as completed, direct either-

(i) that the period shall beignored for the purposes of
that paragraph; or

(ii) that the period shall be soignored and shall al'so be
treated aspart of hisfull-timeeducationfor al the
other purposesof thisAct, except for such purposes
(if any) asmay be specified inthedirections.

(12) Wherethemarriageof any public officer hasbeen annulled or
dissolved by the decree of any competent court, the provisions of thisAct
shall haveeffectinrdationto himasif hiswifehad died, and the officer shal be
deemed to have become awidower at the date of such decree.

(13) A referencein this Act to aperson ceasing to be apublic
officer includes areferenceto the death of aperson who dieswhileheisa
publicofficer.

Application of 3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of the Scheduleto this Act, this Act shall
Act to existing apply to-
and future public

ffi . L .
%C;]Ce%ra e (@ everypublicofficer in serviceunder the Government at the

date of the commencement of thisAct who-
(i) withinthethreemonthsnext following that date; or

(ii) inthe case of an unmarried officer who hasnot so
el ected and who subsequently marries, withinthree
monthsof the date of hismarriage elect that thisAct
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 9

shdll apply tohim; and
(b) every public officer appointed to service under the Govern-

ment or transferred thereto from other public service after the
date of the commencement of thisAct.

(2 Inthecaseof apublic officer towhom-

(@ subsection (1) (a) applies, an election shal beeffectiveon
and after the date of the commencement of thisAct;

(b) subsection (1) (b) applies, thisAct shall apply onand after the
date of hisappointment or transfer asthe case may be.

4. SubjecttothisAct, the Governor-General shall onthe death of acon- Power to grant
tributor grant, in respect of hisservice- widows' and
children’s
(@ whereheleavesawidow, apensionto that widow (inthisAct pensions.
referredto asa“widow’spension”);
(b) wherehehad awife (whether or not the marriage continued
until hisdeath and whether or not awidow’spensionisor can
begranted), apension for the benefit of the children of the
marriage, and, in certain circumstances, of other childrenof his
or hers(inthisAct referredtoasa” children’spension”).
5. A pension shall not be granted under this Act unlessthe deceased- Pensions
under this Act
(@  hadbecomedigiblefor thegrant of apension under the fjoegepe”‘f'son
PensionsAct (other than apensionunder regulation24of the gibility for
PengonsRegulations), whether suchapensonhad actudly been  pension.
granted or not; or CAP 30.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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10 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(b) would have becomedligiblefor thegrant of apension under
CAP 30. thePensionsActif regulation 4 (1) of the PensionsRegula-
tions(whichreateto theminimum qualifying service) had not
been applicableto him; or

(©) wasdtill serving asapublic officer at thetime of hisdeath
(whether or not he had been confirmedin apensionable
office) andwould, if-

(i) he had then retired on medical grounds; and
(ii) he had been confirmed in apensonabl e office; and

(iii) regulation 4 of the Pensions Regul ations had not
been applicableto him; and

(v)  hehad completed at least one month’s pensionable
sarvice,

have becomeéligiblefor thegrant of apension.

Minimum 6. Wherethe deceased at thetime of hisdeath wasapublic officerin
benefit. service under the Government or had retired from that servicein thecircum-
CAP 30. stancesdescribedinsection 6 (1) (@) (i), (iii) or (iv) of the PensionsAct,

and at thetime of hisdeath or retirement his pensionable servicewasless
than twenty years, hisbasic penson shall-

(@ (i) if hispensonableservice had been wholly under the
Government, be computed asif it had been pension-
ableservicefor aperiod of twenty years; or

(ii) if hispensionable servicewould havebeenfor a
shorter period than twenty yearsif hehad died or
retired at theage of fifty (or fifty-seveninthecase
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 11

of judges) for such shorter period;

(b) if hispensionable service had not been wholly under the
Government, beincreased by an amount equal tothe
difference between-

0] the pensionfor which hewould havebeendigibleif his
pensi onabl e service had been wholly under the
Government and paragraph (a) had appliedto him; and

(i) the pensionfor which hewould havebeendigibleif his
pensi onabl e service had been wholly under the
Government and paragraph (a) had been | et out of
account;
(©) if-

0] his pensionabl e service had not been wholly under
the Government; and

(i) inrespect of hisother public serviceprior to hisfirst
transfer to service under the Government he had
no opportunity of contributing to astatutory widows
and orphans pensions schemeor to the Overseas
Superannuation Scheme,

be computed asif his pensionabl e service had commenced on theday on
which hewasfirgt transferred from other public serviceto service under the
Government and paragraph (a) applied to him.

7.-(1) A widow’spension shall not begranted if- Widow's
pension.
(@ thewidow was at thetime of the death of the de-
ceased cohabiting with aperson other thanthe
deceased; or
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12 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(b) after the death of the deceased thewidow remarriesor
cohabitswith any person,

andif, after thegrant of awidow’ spension, thewidow remarriesor cohabits
with any person, the pension shall cease asfrom thedate of theremarriage or
the commencement of the cohabitation:

Provided that where-
(i) apensoniswithheld or ceasesunder thissection; and

(ii) the Governor-Genera issatisfied at asubsequent date
that the marriage or cohabitation hascometo an end
or that there are compassionate groundsfor the pay-
ment of pension notwithstanding themarriageor
cohabitation,

the Governor-General may, if hethinksfit, grant or regrant the pension asfrom
that date.

(20 A widow’spension shall not begranted if the deceased’s death oc-
curswithintwelvemonthsof the marriage and thereareno children born of the
marriage, but the Governor-Genera may;, if hethinksfit, grant thepensionif he
issatisfied that there are compass onate groundsfor the payment thereof .

(3) Subjecttosubsections(1) and (2), awidow’spensionshall bepaidin
respect of thewhol e period from the death of the deceased to the death of the
widow.

(4) Theannud rateof awidow’ spension shall amount to one-half of the
rate of the pension of the deceased.

100f 1991. (5)  Notwithstanding anything tothe contrary inthisAct, wheretheannual
rate of thewidow’spensionislessthan two thousand four hundred dollars per
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 13

anumit shal, without any gpplication fromthewidow, beincreased by anamount
necessary to bringittotheleve of two thousand four hundred dollars per anum
without affecting the children’s pension payableunder thisAct.

8.-(1) If apersontowhom awidow’s pension hasbeen grantedisadjudicated  Bankruptcy of
bankrupt or declared insol vent by any competent court suchpensionshall cease awidow.
asfrom thedate of the adjudication or declaration.

2 Where apens on ceasesunder this section the Governor-Gen-
eral may, fromtimeto time, during the remainder of thewidow’slifeor during
such shorter period or periods, either continuousor discontinuousashethinks
fit, authorisethe payment to her of an allowanceat arate not exceeding therate
of her pension or may authorisethe application of such dlowancefor themain-
tenance and support of such widow, in such manner and at suchtimeashe
thinksfit.

9. Where the deceased |eaves a widow who does not assist or desertsor  Payment of
abandonsachild whom sheisbound by law to maintain, theGovernor-General ~ pension in
may direct that such portions of thewidow’s pension as hethinksfit shall be gfztio; .
paid to such person ashe may direct and be applied by him for the benefit of '
suchchild.

10.-(1) A children’spension shall begranted if, and bepaid solongasand ~ Children’s
whenever, there are personsfor whose benefit it can enure. pensions.
beneficiaries.
2 Subject tothissection, the personsfor whosebenefit achildren’s
pension can enurearethe children of the deceased or (subject to section 2 (3))
of any wifeof hiswho arefor thetimebeingintheir period of childhood and
full-timeeducetion.

3 A children’s pension cannot enure-

(@ for the benefit of any person conceived after the deceased
had ceased to beapublic officer;
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14 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(b) for the benefit of any person by reason that heisthe adopted
child of the deceased if hewasborn, or, asthe case may be,
adopted, after thetermination of the deceased’slast marriage
or after the deceased had ceased to be apublic officer; or

(c) forthebenefit of any person by reasonthat heisthechild of a
wifeof thedeceased, if hewasborn or becameher child after
thetermination of themarriage or after the deceased had ceased
tobeapublic officer.

4 A children’spension cannot enurefor the benefit of any
person by reason that-

(@ heisthe adopted or illegitimate child of the deceased; or

(b) heisastep-child of the deceased and achild of awifeof his;
or

(©) heisthe step-child, adopted or illegitimate child of awife of
the deceased,

unless he was wholly or mainly dependent on the deceased at the time of
death.

(5) Subject to subsection (6) achildren’s pension cannot enure
for the benefit of afemal e personwho, at thetime of the death of the deceased
wasmarried or was cohabiting with any person, and if, after the death of the
deceased, afemal e person married or cohabitswith any person, she shall
thereupon cease to be aperson for whose benefit achildren’spension can
enure.

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
the Government of Belize.



Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 15

(6) Where-

(@ by virtue of subsection (5) apensioniswithheld from or does
not enurefor the benefit of aperson; and

(b) the Governor-General issatisfied at asubsequent datethat
themarriage or cohabitation hascometo an end or that there
are compassi onate groundsfor permitting thepensionto
enurefor her benefit notwithstanding the marriage,

the Governor-Genera may, if hethinksfit, grant the pension, or asthe case
may be, permit the pension to enurefor her benefit, asfrom that date.

11.-(1) Only onechildren’spension shall begrantedinrespect of theservice  Children's

of any one person, but- pensions: rate
and mode of

(@)  theratethereof may vary according tothenumber of persons ~ P¥™e

for thosewhose benefit it can for thetimebeing enure; and

(b) it shall be paid to such person or persons asthe Governor-
Genera may fromtimeto timedirect, and different parts
thereof may be directed to be paid to different persons; and

(© the persontowhom al or any part thereof ispaid shall apply
the sum paid to him, without distinction, for the benefit of dl the
personsfor whose benefit the pension can for thetimebeing
enureor for the benefit of such of them asthe Governor-
Generd may fromtimetotimedirect.

2 Wherethe deceased leavesnowidow, and, if heleavesawidow,
after her death, theannual rate of achildren’spension-
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16 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(@ whilethe personsfor whose benefit it can enurearetwo or
morein number, shall amount to three-fourths of therate of
the pension of the deceased,;

(b) whilethereisonly one such person, shal amount to three-
eighths of therate of the pension of the deceased.

3 Subject to subsection (4), wherethe deceased | eavesawidow,
theannual rate of achildren’spensionduring her life, whilethereareoneor
more personsfor whose benefit it can enure shall amount to one-fourth of the
rate of the pension of the deceased:

Provided that-

(@ whereall the personsfor whose benefit achildren’spension
canenurewereat thetimeof thedeath of thedeceasedinthe
care of some person other than the widow, the Governor-
Generd may, if hethinksfit, direct that subsection (2) shdl
apply notwithstanding that thewidow istill dive; and

(b) wheresomebut not al of those personswereat that timein
thecare of some person other than thewidow, theannual rate
of thechildren’spension shdl, if the Governor-Genera thinks
fit, amount to one-half of therate of the pension of the
deceased.

4 Notwithstanding anythingin subsections 1 to 3, wherethe
deceased leavesawidow and no widow’spensionisgranted to her, or if one
isgranted to her, it ceasesin accordance with this Act to be paid before her
death, no children’s pension shall be payabl e asrespects any period com-
prised withinthelife-time of thewidow or within thetimein respect of which
no widow’s pension is payable, as the case may be, unlessthe Governor-
General specialy directsthat such apension shall be so payable, but if the
Governor-General does specially so direct, hemay, if hethinksfit, further
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 17

direct that subsection (2) shall apply asrespectsany such period notwithstand-
ingthat thewidow isgtill dive.

(5) Wheretheannual rate of achildren’spension doesnot exceed
forty-eight dollarsthe Governor-Genera may, on the application of any person
made within threemonthsnext following the grant of the pension, commutethe
pension by paying to such person or persons as he thinksfit asum which,
according to actuaria tablesto be prepared from timeto time by an actuary
appointed by the Governor-General, asat the date of payment, actuarially
equivalent to thevalue of the pension.

(6) Subsection (5) shall not apply whereawidow’s pension has
been granted and the aggregate of theannual rates of thewidow’spensionand
the children’ spension exceedsforty-eight dollars.

12.-(1) Every contributor shall elect, either at thesametimeasheelectsthat  Periodical
thisAct shall apply to him or within threemonthsof thisAct being appliedto  contributions.
him, asthe case may be, whether or not to make contributions under this sec-

tion.

2 Contributionsunder thissection-

(@ shall beequd totwo and onequarter per centumof theamount
of theannua pens onableemolumentsfromtimetotime
enjoyed by the contributor; and

(b) shdl bepayablein respect of hispens onableemoluments-

0] fromthe date asfrom which hiselectionto pay con-
tributions becomes effective until heceasestobea
public officer under the Government; and

(i) inthe caseof an officer transferred to other public ser-
vicewho subsequently re-enterspublic service under

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



18 CAP.32]

Widows' and Children'sPensions

©

3

the Government, from thedate of hisre-entry until he
ceasesto beapublic officer under the Government;
but no contributions shall be payableunder thispara-
graphin respect of any period whichisnot taken into
account aspensionableservice; and

shdl bepaid by deductionfromtheofficer’'ssaary or insuch
other manner asthe Governor-General shall determine.

Andection by an officer under subsection (1) shall be

effective on and after thedatewhenthisAct first appliestohim.

(4)

A contributor who at the datefromwhich thisAct first ap-

pliesto himisunmarried, shall, if he marriesthereafter and hasnot already
el ected under subsection (1) to make periodical contributions, re-elect within
three months of the date of his marriagewhether or not to make such contri-
butionsand such el ection shdl takeeffect onthefirst day of themonthinwhich

hemarries.

Return of 13.-(1) Subject to thissection, if-

periodical
contributions. (a)

()

CAP 30.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

when acontributor who has made periodica contributions
ceasesto beapublic officer, it appearsthat he hashad no
wifethroughout the period commencing withthedateof his
first appointment asapublic officer intheserviceof the
Government and terminating on the date when he ceasesto
beapublic officer; or

acontributor who has made periodical contributions ceases
to beapublic officer in such circumstancesthat heisnot
eligiblefor thegrant of apension under the PensionsAct
and would not have becomedigibleinthe circumstances
described in section 5 (b) or (¢); or
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 19

(© aperson who, having made periodical contributions, wasa
public officer serving under the Government at thetimeof his
death and had not been confirmed in apensionable office,

thewholeof hisperiodical contributionsshal bereturnedto himor to hislegal
personal representative.

2 Where aperson who hasmade periodical contributions ceases
to beapublic officer in such circumstancesthat heiseligible only for thegrant
of agratuity, then, unlessheretired fromthe public serviceon medical grounds,
hemay el ect that thewhole of hisperiodical contributionsmay bereturnedto
himinreturnfor the surrender of such benefitsas might enureunder thisAct to
hiswidow and hisor her children.

3 If acontributor who has made periodical contributionshasno
wifewhen he ceasesto beapublic officer, there shall bereturnedto himor to
hislega persona representative such of those contributions, beginning withthe
last of them, asisnecessary to securethat the period in respect of which such
contributions have been paid by him without being returned does not extend
beyond the date on which helast had awife.

4 Whereany contributionsare returned under thissection, they
may be returned with an addition of one-and-a-quarter per cent of theaggre-
gate amount of the returned contributionsfor each year and part of ayear of
servicein respect of which the contributionswere made.

14.-(1) Subject tothisAct, whereapension or gratuity under thePensionsAct  Contribution
becomes payableto or in respect of acontributor, payment in respect of the Py reductionin

contributionsduefrom him under thisAct shall bemadein theform of areduc- Sre;iﬁ; or
tion- CAP 30.
(@ inthegratuity, whereoneispayable; or
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3)

theform-

@

()

4
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whereno such gratuity ispayable, or the payment due under
thissection exceedsthe gratuity, then to the extent of such
excess, inany such pension payable.

A payment shall not be made under this section where-

the contributor has no wifewhen he ceasesto beapublic
officer and has had no wifethroughout the period commenc-
ingwith the date of hisfirst appointment asapublicofficerin
service under the Government and terminating on the date
when he ceasesto beapublic officer; or

being aperson who has ceased to beapublic officer in such
circumstancesthat heiseligibleonly for grant of agratuity and
not having retired from the public service on medica grounds
electsto surrender such benefitsas might enureunder thisAct
to hiswidow and hisor her children; or

the number of relevant months (asdefined in subsection (4))
isnil.

Wherethe payment by acontributor under this sectiontakes
of areductionintheamount of the pension, it shall bemade
at an annud rate of two-twenty-fifths of thetotal amount of

thecontribution;

of areductioningratuity it shal beequivalent tothetotal
amount of the contribution.

Inthissection, theexpression-
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 21

(@ “the number of relevant months” means-

0] if the contributor hasawifewhen he ceasesto bea
public officer, the number of completed monthsof pen
sonableservice under the Government which hethen

has;

(i) if the contributor hasno wifewhen he ceasestobea
public officer, the number of completed months of
pensi onable service under the Government which he
had when helast had awife beforethat date, reduced
ineach case by the number of months(if any) inre-
gpect of which periodica contributionshave been made
by him and arenot returnable;

(b) “thetotal amount of the contribution” meansasum equal to
one-twelfth of two and one quarter per centumof the
contributor’sannual pensionable emolumentswhen he ceased
to beapublic officer, multiplied by the number of relevant
months;

(© “annua pens onableemoluments’ meanstheemolumentswhich
would betaken for the purpose of computing the contributor’s
pension or gratuity in accordancewith the provisionsof regula:
tion 18 of the PensionsRegul ations.

(5) Wherethe payment duefrom acontributor takestheform of
areductionin hispension and that pension ceases under the provisionsof sec-
tions 11, 13 and 14 of the PensionsAct, sumsequivaent tothoseby whichthe  cap 30.
pension would have been reduced had it not ceased, shall be deemed to have
been paid on account of the payment due under thisAct.
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22 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

Contributions 15.-(1) Whereapublic officer whose pension has been suspended under sec-
payablein respect  tjon 11 of the Pensions Act or whose earlier public serviceistakeninto ac-
of re-employed count in accordance with regulation 15 (4) (b) of the Pensions Regulations,

gin;' gg'er' hasin accordance with section 14 of this Act had areduction madein the
CAP 30. pension or gratuity granted to him under the PensionsAct he shall-

(@ if suchreductionwasmadeintheaforesaid gratuity, bedeemed
to have made periodical contributionsin respect of hispen-
sonablesarvice;

(b) if such reduction wasmadeinthe aforesaid pension, be
deemed to have made periodica contributionsin respect of
that proportion, not exceeding thewhole, of hispensionable
serviceastheactual amount of the contribution paid by way
of reductionin pension bearsto thetotal amount of thecontri-
bution used in determining theamount of thereduction.

2 Insubsection (1) theexpression pensionable service” means
the pensionable service of the officer concerned taken into account in calcu-
lating theamount by which hisgratuity or asthe case may be hispension has

been reduced.
Information to 16.-(1) Every contributor shall-
be furnished.

(@ withinthree months of theday onwhichthisAct first applies
to him, notify the Governor-Genera inwritingif heis
married or awidower with childrenwho areintheir period
of childhood and full-time education, thedate of his
marriage and of thebirth of hisand hiswife' schildren;

(b) if hemarries, notify hismarriageto the Governor inwriting
withinthreemonthsof themarriage;
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 23

(© notify the Governor-Genera withinthreemonthsof the
event-

0] thebirth of any childbornto himor hiswife;
(i) theadoption of any child by himor hiswife;

(i) themarriage of any female child during her period of
childhood and full-timeeducation;

(iv)  thedeath of hiswifeandthedeath or adoption of any
childrenwho areintheir period of childhood and full
timeeducation;

v) theannulment or dissolution of hismarriageand the
datethereof.

2 Thewidow of acontributor shall notify the Governor-
Generd inwriting within three months of the event-

(@ the date of the death of the deceased;
(b) thebirth of any posthumous child born to the deceased,;

(© themarriage or cohabitation with any person of any female
child during her period of childhood and full-time education;

(d) the death of any child during hisperiod of childhood and full-
timeeducation;

(e her own re-marriage, cohabitation with any personor
bankruptcy.
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24 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

(3) Any personin recel pt of apensioninrespect of achild under
section 9or 11 shdl notify the Governor-Generd inwriting within threemonths
of theevent-

(i) thedeath of thechild;

(ii) themarriage or cohabitation of any femaechild
duringtheperiod of her childhood and full-time
education.

4 Any statement or notice made or givenin pursuance of this
section shall be proved by the production of acertificate of birth, death or
marriageor by affidavit or otherwiseto the satisfaction of the Governor-Gen-
erd.

Penalty fornon-  17.-(1) Any contributor, or widow of such contributor, or any personinre-

compliance. ceipt of apension under section 9 or 11 who failsor neglectsto comply with
any of the regquirements of section 16 shall for each default beliable at the
discretion of the Governor-General to pay afine not exceeding eight dollars
which may be deducted from hissaary or, asthe case may be, from hisor her
pension or the pension payable, asthe case may be.

2 If any contributor, or widow of such contributor, or any per-
soninreceipt of apension under section 9 or 11 makesany fal se statement
respecting any of the particularsrequired by thisAct to begivento the Gover-
nor-General, al or any part of therightsor benefitswhich would or might
enure to him or hiswidow or children under this Act shall beliableto be
forfeited at the discretion of the Governor-General.

Modeof making ~ 18.-(1) Any election authorised to be made under thisAct shall beinwriting
election. and shal bemadeto the Governor-General.

2 Thedate of the making of the election shall be deemed to be
thedate of thereceipt of thewritten notification of the election by the
Governor-General.
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 25

3 After theexpiry of any period within which an el ection under
thisAct isrequired to be made, any such election shall beirrevocable.

4 The Governor-Generd may in hisdiscretionin any specid cir-
cumstances extend the period for making any election under thisAct.

19.  TheGovernor-Genera may requiresuch proof asheconsidersdesir-  Proof of claims
ablethat any personwho claimsto beentitled to apension under thisAct,oron  t0 pensions.
behalf of whom such claimismade, isdive and entitled to the pension, and the

payment of any pension may be refused until such proof isfurnished to the

satisfaction of the Governor-Generd.

20.  Exceptasmay beexpresdy providedinthisAct, nopension payable  Pension not to
and norightsof any person under thisAct shall beassignableor transferableor ~ be assigned.
liableto be attached, sequestered or levied uponfor or in respect of any debt

or clamwhatever.

21.  Whereamarriagewhichisvoidablebut not voidfromthebeginningis  Effect of certain
declared to benull by any court of competent jurisdiction, thesameresultsshall ~ nullity decrees.
follow under thisAct aswould havefoll owed thereunder if the marriage had not

been voidable and had been dissolved at the date of the declaration of nullity.

22.-(1) Thereshall be paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund- Financia
provisions.
(@ any pensionor return of contribution with or without interest
whichispayableunder or by virtue of any of the provisionsof
thisAct;

(b) any expensesincurred intheadministration of thisAct.

2 Contributionsunder thisAct shal be paid into the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund.
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26 CAP. 32] Wdows' and Children’s Pensions

Application of 23.  Thesupplementary provisionsof the Scheduleto thisAct shdl have
the Schedulein  effect in relation to the contributionsto be made by the public officers speci-

gﬁﬁgts‘)f certain  fjed therein and to the matters connected therewith.

Schedule.

Widows' and 24.  SubjecttothisAct, theWidows and Orphans PensionsOrdinance
Orphans shall ceaseto apply to apublic officer on and after theday fromwhichthisAct

Pensions . ) !
Ordinanceto firstappliestohim.
cease to apply.
Ch. 231,
R.L.,1958.
SCHEDULE
[Sections3and 23]

Supplementary Provision in Relation to Contributions by Certain

Contributors and Matters connected Therewith

Interpretation. 1. InthisScheduletheexpression-

Ch. 231, 0) “exigting Ordinance” meansthe Widows' and
RL. 1958. Orphans PensionsOrdinance;

(it) “therelevant date€’ meanssuch date asisspecified
in paragraph (a) or (b) asthe case may be of
section 3 (2) of thisAct;

(iir) “therelevant period” meansthe number of com-
pleted monthsof servicereckonableas pensionable
service under the Government which the contributor
had at therel evant date.
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 27

2. (a) A publicofficer who- Contribution
by lump sum

()] electsunder section 3 (1) of thisAct that thisAct payment at the
shall apply tohim; or relevant date.

(i) after the date of the commencement of thisActis
appointed to service under the Government, or is
transferred thereto from other public service, and
who hasprior to that date been in public service
under the Government,

shall, either at the sametime as he electsthat thisAct shall apply to him or
within threemonths of the Act being applied to him, asthe case may be, elect
whether or not to make alump sum contribution in respect of the period of
pens onable servicewhich hehad at therelevant date.

(b) Thelump sum contribution payableunder paragraph 2 (a) shdll
beequd to one-twelfth of two and onequarter per centumof the contributor’s
annua pens onable emol uments, asascertained in accordancewith regulation
18 of thePensonsRegulations, at therelevant date, multiplied by thenumber  CAP 30.
of monthsintherelevant period.

(© A lump sum contribution under thisparagrgph shal withintweve
months of therelevant date or such extended period asthe Governor-Generd
may in exceptional circumstancesallow, be paid in such manner ashe may
direct.

Whereacontributor has made alump sum contribution under
this paragraph he shall be deemed to have made periodical contributionsin
respect of that period of servicereckonable as pensionable servicewhichis
taken into account in cal cul ating the amount of such lump sum contribution.

3. Where contributionsfall to be made by or inrespect of atransferred  Contributions
public officer under section 14 of thisAct- by atrans-
ferred public

@ if such contributionsfdl payableon hisretirement fromthepub-  officer.
licserviceor onhisdeathwhilein public serviceunder this
Government, theamount by which the pension or gratuity pay-
ableto or inrespect of him under the PensionsAct may be CAP 30.
reduced under section 14 of thisAct, shall be such an amount
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Widows' and Children'sPensions

CAP 30.

Contributions
made under
Widow's and
Orphans
Pensions
Ordinance.
Ch.231,
R.L.,1958.

Return of
contributions
made under
Widows' and
Orphans
Pensions
Ordinance.

Schedule.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

()

asshall bear the same proportion to the aggregate amount of
the contributionswhichwould fall to bemade by orinre-
spect of him under section 14 of thisAct, had hisservice
inthegroup beenwholly inpublic serviceunder this
Government astheaggregateamount of hispensonableemol u-
mentsduring the number of relevant months, asdefinedin
section 14 (4) of thisAct, of serviceunder this Government
bearsto the aggregate amount of hispens onableemoluments
during the said relevant monthsand hisservice under any
scheduled Government;

if such contributionsbecome payabl e on the death of the pub-
lic officer whileheisin other public service, nowidow's
pension or children’spension shall be payableunder thisAct
unlessasum equa to theamount by which, if thepublic
officer had died in public service under this Government, the
gratuity payableinrespect of himunder thePensonsAct would
have been reduced under the provisionsof the sub-paragraph
(a) of thisparagraphispaidto the Governor-Genera within
twelvemonths next following thedate of hisdeath or within
such extended period asthe Governor-Genera may allow.

4. Whereapublic officer whoiséeligibleto makean e ection under para-
graph 2 of this Schedule has during any part of the relevant period made
contributions under the Ordinance and on the day prior to therelevant date
ranked for benefit under that Ordinance, such contributions, shall be deemed
to have been periodica contributionsunder thisAct.

5. Whereapublic officer towhom paragraph 4 of this Schedule applies
becomesédligiblefor areturn of contributionsunder section 13 of thisAct such
contributionsshall for the purpose of that sectioninclude-

@)

()

any periodica contributionsmade under section 12 of this
Act;

any lump sum contribution made under paragraph 2 of this
Schedule;
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Wdows' and Children’s Pensions [CAP.32 29

(© anamount equa tothe aggregate of contributionsmade by him
under theexisting Ordinance.

6. @ Where apublic officer ceasesto beacontributor under the
existing Ordinancein accordance with section 24 of thisAct heshall on be-
coming acontributor under thisAct bedeemed to havesurrendered any clam
to benefit under theexisting Ordinance:

Provided that the aggregate rate of any widow’s pension and any
children’spens on payableunder thisAct shdl not at any timebeat alower rate
than therate of pension which would have been payableto hisbeneficiariesat
thedate of hisdeath under the existing Ordinance, if he had been treated for the
purpose of that Ordinance as having transferred to other public serviceand as
having ceased to contribute under that Ordinance asfrom therelevant date.

(b) Wherein any casetheprovisionsof thesubparagraphfal tobe
applied-

(i) ifthereisonly onepersontowhomapensionisbeing paidor
towhomapensionisto begranted, such pension shall beat
the higher rate prescribed in the preceding subparagraph;

@)  if therearetwo or morepersonsto whom pensionsare being
paid or to whom pensionsareto be granted, each person’s
pension shall besuch proportion of the higher rate of pension
prescribed in the preceding sub-paragraph asthat person’s
pension cal culated without regard to the preceding subpara-
graph bearsto the aggregate of the persons pensionscal cu-
lated without regard to the preceding subparagraph.

(o Fortheavoidanceof doubt it ishereby declared that the
increased widows' pension and theincreased children’ spension payable under
subparagraph (b) of thisparagraph shall-

(i)  notbegranted unlessthefull amount of the contribution
payable under section 14 of thisActismadetothe
Governor-Generd withintwelve monthsof the date of the
death of the deceased; and

(i)  tobepayableinaccordancewiththe provisonsof thisAct.
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