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Commencement. [1st September, 1989]
S.1.89 of 1989.
Short title. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe National Assembly PensionsAct.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
(@ “award” meansany amount payable out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund to any person pursuant tothisAct;
(b) “contributions’ means contributions payabl e pursuant to this
Act;
(©) “contributor” meansany legidator who by virtueof section 3
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 5

becomes acontributor under thisAct;

(d) “former legidative service” meansserviceasalegidator be-
tween the 25th March, 1954 and the commencement of this
Act;

(e “full parliamentary term” meansthe period commencing onthe
dateof thefirg sitting of the National Assembly (or Legidative
Assembly) after agenera election and expiring at the date of
the next ensuing dissol ution of the Nationa Assembly (or Leg-
idativeAssembly);

0] “legidator’ meansapersonwho-

0] was an el ected or nominated member of theLegida-
tive Assembly under the British Honduras Constitu-
tion, 1954, including the Speaker thereof; or

@i was an elected or nominated member of the National
Assembly under the British Honduras Constitution,
1963, including the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; or

(i)  wasorisaneected or nominated member of the Na-
tional Assembly under the Belize Congtitution, 1981, CAR4.
including the President and Vice-President of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of theHouse
of Representatives,

(9) “member” includesaMinigter;

(h) “theMinister’ meansthe Minister responsiblefor Finance;
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6 CAP.8 National Assembly Pensions

(i) “pension” meansapens on payable pursuant to section 5;

()] “salary” inrespect of alegidator, meansthe highest rate of
bascalowanceor sdary paidto himat any timeasamember
of the Legidative Assembly or the National Assembly, but
doesnot include expense allowance, duty alowance, enter-
tainment allowance or any other allowance or emoluments
whatever or any amount provided asacontribution to office
or any other expenses,

(K) “widow” includesa“widower” and wordsand expressions
importing thefeminine gender includethemasculine.

Contributors. 3. Every personwho, on the 25th day of March, 1954, wasalegidator,
280f 1989. and every personwho after that date became or becomesalegidator, shall by
virtue of being a legislator become a contributor under this Act.

Contributions. 4.-(1) Contributionsare payableunder thisAct by every personwho
becomesacontributor and such contributionsshall be at therate of five per
centumof thesalary paid or payableto the contributor.

2 In respect of every personwhoisalegidator at the com-
mencement of thisAct, or who becomesalegidator after such commence-
ment, the contributionsshall accruedaily and be deducted monthly fromthe
salary of suchlegidator and shall be paid to the Accountant Generdl .

(3 In respect of acontributor not falling within subsection (2)
above but who qualified for pension under section 5, asum equal to eight
years contributionsat therate specified in subsection (1) shall be deducted
fromany pension or gratuity payableto such contributor under thisAct, and
such deductionsshall beeither asalump sum or by ingamentsasthe Minister
may on the recommendation of the House Committeedirect.

4 In respect of apersonwho isalegidator at the commence-
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 7

ment of thisAct, but who ceasesto bealegidator and qualifiesfor pension
under section 5 before paying contributionsat theaforesaid ratefor aminimum
period of eight years, asum equal to contributionsat the aforesaid ratefor the
periodfaling short of eight yearsshall be deducted from any pension or gratuity
payableto him under this Act, and such deductions shall be either asalump
sumor by instamentsasthe Minister may on therecommendeation of theHouse
Committeedirect.

(5) All contributions made pursuant to this section shall be paid
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

5.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, apensionshall bepaidtoany  Circumstances
person who was alegislator on the twenty-first day of September, 1981 0or  inwhich
became or becomesalegidator after that date; and- pension s
payable.
(@ has served asalegidator for periodsamounting in the aggre-
gatetotenyearsor for twofull parliamentary termsamounting
toaperiod of eight yearsor more, whichever isless;

(b) has ceased to bealegidator; and
(© ether-
0] hasattained theage of fifty-fiveyears; or

(i) not having attained the age of fifty-fiveyearshaspro-
duced medical evidenceto the satisfaction of theMin-
igter, that heisincapable by reason of infirmity of mind
or body of discharging thedutiesof alegislator and
that suchinfirmity islikely to be permanent.

2 Indetermining for the purposesof thisAct thelength of service
of any person asalegidator, account shall betaken of hisformer legidative
svice
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Provided that contributions at therate and for the period and inthe
manner specifiedin section 4 shal be payable by him.

3)
@

()

4)

For the purpose of thissection-

aperson does not ceaseto bealegidator by reason only of
thedissolution of theNational Assembly;

aperson who immediately before the dissolution of the Na-
tiona Assembly wasamember of either House shal ceaseto
be such member if heisnot elected or nominated to either
House at the general election next following the dissolution,
and if he so ceases shall be deemed to have ceased to be a
legidator fromthe date of thedissolution aforesaid.

No computation of apension under this Act shall be made

after agenera election until thirty days (or such longer period not exceeding
three monthsasmay be prescribed) has el apsed after the general election.

)

Where aperson ceasesto bealegidator but isnot eigiblefor

apension under thisAct by virtue of the provisionsof subparagraph (1) (¢) (i)
then, notwithstanding subsection (1), the pension for which hewould have
been eligible at the date when he ceased to be alegid ator, together with any
additiona benefitsthat hewould havereceived after that date, shall bepaidto
himwith effect from the date on which heattainsthe age specified in subpara-
graph (1) (¢) (i), if at that date-

@)

()

(6)
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he has not applied for or received arefund of contributions
under section 13; and

heisnot otherwise disqualified for the payment of apension
under thisAct.

Wherealegidator would have become€igiblefor the pay-
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 9

ment of apension at adate earlier than that on which hedid becomesodligible,
had he satisfied the requirement specified in section 5 (1) (b), on becoming
eligiblefor the payment of that pension heisentitled to receive, in addition to
thepensionfor which heisdigible, any benefitshewould havereceived had he
satisfied the requirement specifiedin section 5 (1) (b) onthat earlier date.

(7 A personwho isnot amember of the National Assembly at the
commencement of thisAct, but who may bedigiblefor apension under this
Act, shdl submit anapplicationinwritingtothe Clerk of theNational Assembly
no later than oneyear after such commencement, giving full particularsof his
digibility.

6.-(1) Where aperson dieswhile heisalegislator and would, but for his  Death of
desth, have been dligiblefor agratuity and pensionunder thisAct, thereshal be  legislatorin
paidto hislegal personal representatives an amount not exceedingtheannual -~ ©ffice
sdary of hisoffice or hiscommuted gratuity, whichever isgreater.

2 Where aperson dieswhile heisalegisator without having
served for therequired minimum period in order to beeligiblefor payment of a
pensionunder thisAct thereshall be paidto hislega persond representativesa
gratuity equal to thetotal contributionspaid by that person together with an
amount equal to the highest annual basic salary payable at any timeto that
personin hisofficeasalegidator.

3 If alegidator, where heismaking payment of contributions,
diesduring histerm asalegidator he shall be deemed, for the purposesof this
Act, to have served for the entire duration of theterm during which hedies.

7.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof thisAct, apersonwhoiseligiblefor the  Options.
grant of apension under thisAct shall be entitled to exercise one of thetwo
options, that isto say-

(@ full pensionwithout gratuity at therate specifiedinsection §;
or
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10 CAP.8 National Assembly Pensions

(b) reduced pension and gratuity at therate specifiedin section
0.

2 Theoptionreferredtoin subsection (1) shall beexercised by
every person who becomeseligiblefor the grant of apension under thisAct
withinthreemonthsof hisso becoming eigible. Every such option shdl beby
noticeinwriting to the Clerk of the National Assembly.

(3 Onreceipt of the notice, the Clerk of the National Assembly
shall forward to the Accountant General astatement showing-

(@ the option exercised by thelegidator,
(b) thedetailsof hisqualifying serviceassuchlegidator;
(©) theageof thelegidator; and

(d) acertificateunder hishand verifyingthedigibility of suchleg-
idator for thegrant of apension under thisAct.

4 Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Minister may, wherea
person referred to in that subsection fail sto exercise hisoption in accordance
with subsection (2), grant areduced pension and gratuity asprovided in sec-
tion 9 asif the person had exercised hisoption, and in every such casethe
provisionsof subsection (3) shal apply.

Rateof pension.  8.-(1) A pension payableto aperson under thisAct shall-

(@ in the case of a person who has served as alegidator for
periodsamountingin theaggregateto ten yearsor for twofull
parliamentary termsamounting to aperiod of eight yearsor
more, be at an annual rate equal to one-half of oneyear’s
salary of that person;
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 11

(b) inthe case of apersonwho hasserved asalegidator for peri-
odsamounting inthe aggregatetofifteen yearsor more, or for
threefull parliamentary termsamounting totwelveyearsor more,
beat an annud rate equal to two-thirdsof oneyear’ssaary of
that person:

Provided that alegidator shall not receivelessthan an annual pension
of two thousand four hundred dollars.

2 For the purpose of subsection (1), theexpression“oneyear’s
sdary” meansthe highest annud rate of basic sdlary drawn during the period of
officeof aperson asalegidator.

3 The pension payableto any person under thissection-

(@ shall be paid with effect from the date on which that person
becomes entitled thereto pursuant to section 5 and, subject to
theprovisionsof thisAct, shal continueto be paid during the
lifetime of that person; and

(b) shdl bepaid monthly inarrearsin equal installmentsasfar as
possible.

9.-(2) Any personwhoisdligiblefor apensionunder thisAct may, at hisoption  Gratuity and
exercisablein accordancewith section 7, be paid, instead of apensionatthe ~ reduced
rate provided for in section 8, areduced pension at therate of three-fourthsof ~ PENSION:
such pension together with agratuity equal to twelve and one-half timesthe

amount of thereduction so madeinthe pension.

2 Where aperson ceasesto be alegidlator after satisfying the
requirement of section 5 (1) (a) but has not attained the age specified in section
5(1) (c) (i), then, if he exercisesan option to receive areduced pension and
gratuity withinthreemonths of hisceasingto belegidator, he shal, notwith-
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12 CAP.8 National Assembly Pensions

standing section 5, be paid commuted gratuity on hisceasing to belegidator
but pension shall be paid with effect from the date on which heattainstheage
specifiedinsection5(1) (c) (i) if at that date-

(@ he hasnot applied for or received arefund of contributions
under section 13; and

(b) heisnot otherwise disqualified for the payment of apension
under thisAct.

Gratuity where 10.  Where a person was alegislator on the 21st September, 1981 or

pension not became or becomesalegidator after that date, and ceasesto bealegidator

payable. without qualifying for pension under section 5 but has served asalegid ator for
periodsamounting in the aggregate to not lessthan fiveyearsor for onefull
parliamentary term of not lessthan four years, heshall beentitledto bepaida
gratuity equal to one-fourth of thetotal salary earned during his period of
serviceasalegidator:

Provided that asum equal tofive per centumof thesalary paidtothe
legidator for each year of service shall be deducted as contributionsfromthe
gratuity payableunder thissection.

Gratuity to 11.-(2) Whereaperson wasnot alegidator on 21st September, 1981 and did

former legislar not becomealegidator after that date but wasalegidator at any timeduring

tors. the period commencing from the 25th March, 1954 to 20th September, 1981
he shall be entitled to receive gratuity as specified in subsection (2) of this
section provided thefollowing conditionsare satisfied-

(@ heisaliveat thecommencement of thisAct; and

(b) he submitsan applicationinwriting to the Clerk, National
Assembly, no later than oneyear from the commencement
of thisAct, giving full particularsof hisdligibility.
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 13

2 Thegratuity payableto aperson under subsection (1) shall be
asum equd to one-fifth of histotal salary earned during hisperiod of serviceas
legidator:

Provided that asum equal to five per centumof the salary paidtothe
legidator for each year of service shall be deducted as contributionsfromthe
gratuity payableunder thissection:

Provided further that the gratuity payableto such aperson shall not be
lessthan two thousand four hundred dollars.

12.-(1) A pension payableunder thisAct shall, if the personinreceipt thereof  Cessation of
again becomesalegidator, ceaseto be payableduring theperiodinrespect of ~ pension if
which that personisin receipt of salary asalegisator; but wheretherateof P In

. o . . i pt thereof
such pension exceedsthe rat'e of such salary, nothing in this subsection shall ;Z;?'npbecf,ﬁo&
prevent the payment of pension to the extent of such excess. legislator.

2 At the expiration of the period referred to in subsection (1)
during which aperson hasfurther serviceasalegidator, therate of pension
shall berecal culated in accordancewith the provisions of section 8.

) Whereapensionisrecal culated pursuant to subsection (2) and
the person entitled thereto optsto receive such pension by way of agratuity
and areduced pension, then, in cal culating the amount of such gratuity, there
shd | bededucted therefrom any amount already paid to such person by way of
gratuity in respect of the pension the payment of which was suspended under
subsection (1).

4 A pensionrecal culated in accordancewith subsection (2) shdl
be paid at the recal cul ated rate with effect from the date of cessation of the
period of serviceasalegidator which gaverisetotherecaculation.

13.-(1) Where any person who has made contributions pursuant tothisAct ~ Refund of
ceasesto bealegidator andisnot digiblefor apension or gratuity, hemay, if he  contributions.
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14 CAP.8 National Assembly Pensions

sodesires, apply to the Minister for arefund of hiscontributionsand, on such
application, he shall berefunded an amount equal to thetotal amount of the
contributionspaid by him pursuant tothisAct withinterest thereon at four per
cent per annum.

2 Where aperson who would, on application pursuant to sub-
section (1), beentitled to arefund of contributions dieswithout making such
application or, having made such an application, dies before the refund of
contributions has been made, and in the case of amale, leavesno widow or
children entitled to an award under thisAct, there shall be paid to thelegal
persona representatives of such person agratuity equal totheamount which,
pursuant to subsection (1), could have been refunded to such person if hehad
not died.

(3 Where arefund has been made to any person or agratuity
paid under this section, no other award may be made under thisActtoorin
respect of that personinrelation to the service of that person asalegidator
before the date of therefund.

Widow's 14.-(1) Subject to this Act, where aperson who-
allowance.

(@ isinreceipt of apension; or

(b) hasserved asalegidator for periodsamounting inthe aggre-
gatetotenyearsor for twofull parliamentary termsamount-
ingto eight yearsor more, whichever isless,

diesleaving awidow after the commencement of thisAct, thereshall bepaid
tothewidow during her lifetimeawidow’ salowanceat an annud rateequiva
lent to one-half of the pension, which-

(i) inthe case of aperson mentioned in paragraph (a)
wasbeing paidto him; or
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 15

(i) in the case of a person mentioned in paragraph (b),
would have been payableto him with effect fromthe
date of hisdeath if hehad not died but had satisfied the
requirementsof section 5 for theaward of apension
and had been awarded a pension computed in accor-
dancewith section 8.

2 A widow’sallowance under this section-

(@ shdl bepaid monthly inarrearsin equal installmentsasfar as
possible;

(b) shall, subject to subsection (3), if thewidow isinreceipt of a
pension by virtueof having been herself acontributor under the
Act, ceaseto be payable;

(© shall, subject to subsection (3), if thewidow isin receipt of
salary aslegidator, ceaseto be payable during the periodin
respect of whichthewidow isinreceipt of such salary.

3 Wheretherate of widow’salowance exceedstherate of pen-
sion or therate of salary, asthe case may be, nothingin paragraph (b) of sub-
section (2) shall prevent the payment of thewidow’ sallowanceto theextent of
such excess.

15.-(1) Subject tothisAct, whereaperson who comeswithinparagraph (@) or ~ Children's
(b) of subsection (1) of section 14 (hereinafter inthissectionreferredtoas“the  alowance.
deceased legidator”) diesleaving one or morechildren, achildren’salowance

shall be payablein respect of such child or children while under the age of
eighteenyears.

2 Only onechildren’sdlowanceispayablein respect of the ser-
viceof any one person asalegidator, but-
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@

()

©

(d)

3

theratethereof may vary according to the number of children
entitled thereto;

it shall be paid to such person or personsasthe Minister may
ontherecommendeation of the House Committeefromtimeto
timedirect, and different partsthereof may bedirectedto be
paidto different persons,

thepersontowhom all or any part thereof ispaid shall apply
the sum paid to him without distinction, for the benefit of all
thechildrenfor thetimebeing entitled thereto or for the ben-
efit of such of them asthe Minister may on therecommenda-
tion of the House Committeefromtimetotimedirect;

thealowanceshall bepaid monthly inarrearsinequa ingtall-
mentsasfar aspossible.

Wherethe deceased | egid ator leavesawidow, theannual rate

of the children’salowanceduring her lifetimeshall be-

@)

()

4)

one-third of therate of thewidow’ sallowance payable under
section 14 wherethere are two or more children entitled to
thechildren’'sdlowance and

one-half of therate payable under paragraph (a) wherethere
isonly onechild entitled to the children’salowance.

Wherethe deceased | egid ator |eaves no widow, or wherehe

leavesawidow, then, after her death, or after any allowance payableto her
ceasesto bepaid before her death, theannual rate of the children’sallowance

shall be-

@)
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National Assembly Pensions [CAP.8 17

under section 14 wheretherearetwo or morechildren entitled
tothechildren'salowance and

(b) one-haf of therate payableunder paragraph (a) wherethere
isonly onechild entitled to the children’salowance.

(5) For the purposes of thissection, theexpression “child”
includes-

(@ aposthumouschild, and

(b) astep-child.
16.  All awardspayableunder thisAct shall bechargedonandpaidoutof ~ Awards to be
the Consolidated Revenue Fund. paid out of
Consolidated

Revenue Fund.

17.  Anyaward payableunder thisAct shall not beassignableor transfer-  Awards not to
ableexcept for the purpose of satisfying- be assignable.

(@ adebt to the Government of Belize; or

(b) an order of any court for the payment of periodical sums of
money towardsthe maintenance of thewife, former wife, or
child being aminor, of the person to whom the award is pay-
able,

and shall not be liable to be attached, sequestered or levied upon, for or in
respect of any debt or claim whatever except adebt dueto the Government of
Belize or any sum recoverable pursuant to any such order of acourt asafore-
sad.

18.-(1) TheMinister may after consultation with the House Committeemake  Power to make
regulations- regulations.
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@

()

©

(d)

©

@

prescribing in the case of an award payableunder thisAct
the days on which the payment of such award shall be
made;

prescribing, wherearecipient of an award under thisActis
incapable of managing hisaffairs, that the award may be
paid to another person on hisbehalf;

prescribing anything which may berequired by thisActto
be prescribed, including any formshe considers necessary
for theadministration of thisAct;

prescribing the manner in which, and the person by whom,
accountsof contributionsand awardsunder thisAct shall be
kept and recorded; and

for any other purposes, whether similar to theaboveor not,
deemed necessary to give effect tothisAct.

All regulations made under this section shal be subject to

negetiveresolution.

Commencement. 19.  ThisAct shall comeintoforceonaday to beappointed by the
Minister by Order publishedinthe Gazette.
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